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Offic of Strategic Services
US Army Forces in the Middle East

No. 8043

Oct. 18, 1943won's s OLITICAL 

(HOTEs by 0.8.8. Cairo).

The following is forwarded in response to the request made
to Laing on Sept. 6 for copies of the correspondence between
Shakib Arslan and Hai Amin Husseini concerning Italian propaganda.
The photostatic copies mentioned have not yet been located, but
the search is continuing. Herewith is a contemporary CID report
on the matter. The concluding notes are furnished by the present
ISLD representative in Jerusalem.

01r,

Subjects.. Emir Ohakib Arslan - Italian Propaganda,

1. The publication by "Al jamia el Islamia" of a letter
alleged to have been sent by Emir Shakib Arslan to Raj Anin on
the subject of Italian Propaganda has caused a great agitation
in Arab political circles,

Political leaders and members of the Istiglal in the
beginning believed the authenticity of the report, but resented
the action of the Sheikh 81. man el Farouki as the publication
of such a document is ertrimental to Arab interests.

2. The genera/ public believed this document and express
distrust in the persons involved, namely,. Raj Amin HUsseini,
Bair Ehakib, Ibsen Jabiri and Rind el Sulh, whom they accuse of
having made an agreement with Italy for private benefit. The
Moslems in Palestine hate Italy on account of its policy in
Tripolitania and will not forget the news of atrocities which
she is alleged to have committed, The statement of "Al Jamie
al Arabia" denying the au t henticity of the document had no effect
on the public, and unless a case is brought to Court and its
forged character is established, its effects will not be removed.
It however, appears that*

(1). Raj Amin Husseini and Mean Jabiri insis on
regarding the document as forged.

(2). Naj Amin Husseini gave instructions to his
supporters to publish the report that it is
forged,

(3). Haj Amin believes that the object of publishing
this document is to lower his prestige in, and
out of Palest ne, and to mar the success of
Nebi Musa.
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3. Ihsan Jabiri is reported also to have insisted in his
conversations on the inauthauticity of this document. He9
however could not deny privately that the Palestine-Syrian
delegation arrived at an agreement with Italy two years ago in
regard to its policy in Tripolitania and the granting of self-
rule to the Moslems there, and as a result fifty thousand Moslems
were returned to their territories and had their properties
restored to them, were gran t ed agricultural loans, etc. The
Syrian-Palestine delegation, an the other hand, undertook to
cease its hostile campaign against alleged Italian atrocities.
Ibsen Bey is further reported to have pointed out that this

:11:7
t with the Italians had received the prior agreement

1 leaders such as Emir omar TOusson, Abdel Asia Thaalibi,
Abdel Rahman Assam (who was deported from Palestine at the time
of the holding of the Islamic Congress on account of an anti-
Italian speech), Bashir Saadwai (a Tripolitania leader who is
resident in Damascus, and Who at'ended the Islamic 	 sglat
Tessin Pasha Hashemimis Ibrahim Hanano, and Sheikh 

gmu

who all favored a policy of friendship towards Italy and prolaised
to desist from agitation in consideration of the satisfaction of
the demands of the Tripolitanian Moslems.

4. Ibsen jabiri has furthermore declared (also in a •
private manner) that Italy greatly assisted Iraq in securing
its independence, while Mussolini has promised to assist Syria
and show sympathy, but secretly, towards the Palestine Arabs
in their fight against Zionism.

5. It is understood that the Istiqlal leaders are intent
on denying the authenticity of this document and believe that
this is necessary in order to preserve the prestige of the
Palestine-Syria delegation. Certain members of the Istiqlal
have written in this sense to their supporters in Syria, Trans-
Jordan and Egypt, informing them that the latter was forged by
the National Defense Party in order to spoil the reputation of
Raj Amin Husseini, place him in a critical position with the
British authorities in Palestine, and disturb the relations
between him and Emir Abdalla.

I have etc.

Sgd.) M .P . Rice

DEPUTY INSPECTOR GENERAL

6. (Concluding Notess)
(1). On May 5, 1935 SHAKIB AHSLAN wrote to the High

Commissioner declaring that the letter was a forgery.
(2). AI Diffa Falastin - critical of the policy of

Shanib Arslan in March. 1935
(1) . Opportungte accused nett and his party of

being in Italian pay.
Date of Info: Apr. 20 9 1935
Sources	 CID Jerusalem
Evaluations	 Dootr!entary
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A LETTER nor THE Arn SHAKIB AMMAN DATED FEBRUARY 20, 193S
TO HAJ ANIH EL HUSSEIN', GRAND rum OF JERUSALEV, A PHOTOSTA7IC
Car OF WHICH APPEARED 1H := OF APRIL 19 1935, UNDBR THE
TITLE OF" 1;J:4	 *4.	 I	 ,	 :11017).;

:4 ;	 IEIONI	 1101141:1+1.:!:!-Plill6.111.;■61114;110.
1 .11 111? :irj : ! , )• :1 rt i i : 1::4	 ifeekle 01

(I) :j • 	 DISYI I ;it Tit	 4-1P9

Geneva, February 20, 1935.

To my friend, His Eminence Sayyed Amin Effendi el HUsseinis

Some ten days ago after my return from my trip about which
you know I wrote to you a letter containing some views regarding
the campaign against you Which I have seen in the Palestine press
because you did not appear to have taken a course opposing the
English. You will pardon me if I say that I share sore of these
contentions with the press and I do not agree with you. With the
English no humoring or bribe or policy avails. No one can deceive
them because they are the most deceitful people. No appeal could
be made to their sympathies nor to proofs. Compromise is a language
which an Englishman does not understand. The only tongue be does
understand is opposition. That is why I believe that your adherence
to the friendship of these peonle will cost you your prestige not
only with your compatriots in Palestine but also with other people.
If this is the prepared plan of your foes, it would be better if
you will not give the . foe a chance. You know what I mean.

I. do not know if our iriend Ibsen Bey (el Jabiri) hes told
you of what has happened in Rome betwoan the men of the Government
and myself regarding what we disdussed in Mecca and agreed upon
in Jerusalem. I will now tell you that I am sa'.isfied (my conscience
is clear) as a result of the last meeting and from the assurance
which Yussolini himself gave. I on certain that Italy will not dare
to treat us like the English or French have treated us. If you are
able to send our friend Jamal (el Nusseini) here an his war to
London I will acquaint him with things I amy not here elucidate.

At any rate it was agreed to proceed as soon as possible
to disseminate Italian propaganda in the Arab countries as the
mau said that he fears a world war will break out and that if all
means are not now adequate then the gain which we anticipate will
be lost. I have made some preparations which you will see in t be
next issue ofICRatiog4mabel It is my opinion that we sins. the
opporutnity of-Abyssinia's conflict with them to show the evils
of the Abyssinians to the Moslems.

The Propaganda Office in Rome may send some information for
publication in our pa rs. I gave them the addresses of ALljaml.,'s,
010ablym anda,	 -	 A'	 But I did not'givethem the
address of	 Annearl.w. s ..e our friend jamal informed
me of the f c eness • ts proprietor. I have written to Rind Bey
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(el Soih) to take charge of the matter in Syria and requested
him to see you so that you could give him the necessary
instructions.

Mussolini asked me about your personal relations with
Amir Abdullah. I did not consider it appropriate to include
this element with us and I tad him that the Amir was a tool
with the English and that no good could be expected from him
particularly since I have seen in the Palestine papers that he
has returned to the lap of Ragheb (Bey Nashashibi) and his
supporters.

I will write to you more explaining other important
matters. Peace and God's mercy be with you.

Your friend,

SHAKIB ARSSLAN
=km

The Amir Shakib Arsslan's letter appeared in Zglastin, the
organ of the Nasbashibi Part, opposing the MUM.
appeared at a time when the defeat of the Nashashibi Party in
the Jerusalem Municipal elections was still burning hot in the
hearts of the Nashashibi partisans. It was a time when each
side villified the other. The letter was instantly claimed to
be a forgery. The Mufti's press went to same length to prove
that the writing, the language, and style and the signature
were not Araslan's. The Nashhbi papers claimed the let%er
to be genuine and that circumstances showed the possibility of
the letter. Such papers as could manage to stay nom-partisan
in such a storm only deplored the fact that there could be some
people who lend themselves to the interests of. foreign intruders.

Adpalfaa (Jaffa) for instance, wrote that now it appears
there are people working only for personal gain and selfish
interests. They work to assist imperialists.

Al Ors* (Ealfa) wrote that propaganda for Italy meant
propaganda for slavery to rely. Such propaganda will only
encourage others to propagate the cause of England, Frame,
Germany and others. Since it is agreed that such propaganda
is traitorous, then it is not necessary to discuss whether the
letter was genuine or not.

Apt ash-Sal (Bethlehem) was convinced ;hat the document
was a-forgery.

Ner!at eh-3hppq (Jerusalem) wrote that this is how some
people stoop to sell their country and sears at the idea that
the document could be Soiled.

J
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Continuation of rarer on t, corrernondance hetwoen Emir

Shakib Arelan and Phj knits. This was in response to a soecial request

from Washington.

LITERAY. TRANSLATION ?Rau AL JALU I A AL ISLAL1YA OF
THE 18th APRM, 19$5.	 •

After publishing the following versest "refend yourself on the

day when every aml comes to defend itself end ekve all that it bee

done, and they will not be °pressed" NMI who deceives is is not of use

*She pioneer does not deceive his peonie s "whether you hide what is in

your breast or show it nod iclows it and knows what is in Heaven and

Earth: od is all-opowerful. 'Men the soul finds out. what evil it did

it wishes that its meeting with God ,vcr be vary far off. nod warns you

of rimself and God rities the people", the paper publishes the olichi

' of the following letter.
Geneva
POth February 19$5.

Our brother His Eminence Amin al Ruseeini,

Ten days ago, after returning from wy trip of which yon know,I

wrote you a letter containing wy remarks on the camoaignmhich I see

directed against you in the Palestine Press for your not comin7 out with

a policy of hostility. to the English. Do not blame ms if I tell you that

I share the opinion of the Press end do not agree with you. Flattery,

bery and polio7 are useless with them. No one can trick then for they

are the cleverest of tricksters. You cannot conquer them by sentiments

and woofs. Softness is a language which the English-man does not under-

stand. Thu Englishman understands only opposition. Therefore, I believe '	 •

that your itiCking to the friendship of this people will make you lose .

your influence not only with the oeople of your country in Palestine but ,

with other people as well. If this is a plan schemed by your enemies, it
.-	 '4

is Preferable that you Should not allow the enemy to attack you and you

kmmrwell what I mean.

- .
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.	 I mender if or brother Ibsen qv., has Warme4 yv■M about mtmt Ins been

• acnomeliched between no and the mhn of the novernment in Rome with regard

to whet we have talked shout in 4e^ca and rreed tO in Jerusalem. Bow I

intern you that my conscience was satiafied br the last interview and by

• the assurances which MUssolini himself gave. T am ennfidert thet TtPly

will not dare to treat us as the In7lish and Franco have. If you can aene:

Jemal to me here on his way to London I will show him what! find not

permissible to explain here.

At any rate we have arreed to start spreading prnwanla far

Italy in the Arab corntries as seen as possible; for the non told me

that he feared a world mar and if the eirtnuestances are not available from
4.614:444....34wwlo4n:144sum1a.,4:porml

now an, the advantages which we expect einem it in the next number of

• yia. magazine "La Nation Arabs". In oninion we *wet take the opportunity
of their dispute with Abyssinia and shonld show the evils which the Abys-

sinians have done to the teems.
The Propaganda Bureau in Rene may send some information to our

newspapers for publication. I save the addresses of "Al . jamil a al Arab-

ire and "Al Blhda el Arabiya". I have not given them the address of

"Al Jami l a al Islimiya" seeing that Jame interned we on your behalf of

the instability of its proprietor.

I wrote to Riad Bey about this in order that he may take command

of the situation in Syria and asked him to see you so that you mgy give

him the necessary instructions:

' ftssolini asked me about your personal relations with the Amir

Abdullah. I found it not suitable to introduce this element with us. I

Informed him that the Anti was the ruppet of V.11 English and that no

good is to be expected from him especially after T have seen in the

Palestine Press his return to the lap of Ragheb and his supporters. I

will write to you another letter full of details of other important

matters.

1

Source i PBUSA
ECM

greeting and the mercy of nod upon yen.

(signed) Your Brother
Shakib ARSLAL

Jerusalem get. 15, 1,10.


